v

\

D . gun 7
_ Declassified and Approved For Release 2013/05/17 : CIA-RDP67-00318R000100780080-5

TWILMINGTON (Del.)
" JOURNAL-
EVERY EVENING

| Circ.: 4. 70,988

| gront  Edit  Other
' Page Page Page

APR 29 1961

Date:
)

" ATFree Press/in

PRESIDENT Kennedy's request “that
: the nation’s press practice self-cen-
sorship during this “time of peagce and
peril, whicht’knows no; precedgnt Jin our
! history” wili! get thonghtful atténtion

i R :
from edifors’dgross the Jand. There will |

" be few t{);;s,:g‘é'_?_‘ifg.it any threat of govern~
‘rner_lt-ixnp}:)"se'&3 suppression. We do not.
For tht problém Mr. Kennedy. dis-
cussed before the Bureau of Advertising
of the American Newspaper Publishers
Association is obviously grave. .Our way
_of life is indeed “under.attgek”—of a
-kind never met before—and the threat
. will not .vanish overnight or next month

or next yeary It is true that “These who .

‘inake themselves our enémy are ad-
vancing around the globe.” It {s true

‘that in_more than one area “The sur- -

"yvival of our friends is in danger.’s -
_ The President had every right to f8ree
these grim facts on the attention of the
' American people. For there must be a
' decision, stated .or tacit, o how the
"danger is to be met. In his mind, evi-
i dently, the decision has already been
{aken. Coverf-attack must be met by
i covert defense and.‘counter-attack. The
| problem is how. defense and counter-
1‘attack cdn be covert in a country where
'the press is free. o

, Is the nation_prepared to “fight .the

‘kind of undeclared. war the President

Idescribed? An episode in such a war—
‘the war OvVer Cuba—is just behind us.

|We know. now. that the government of.

| Intelligence, Agency. an with™ coopesa:
'tion Trom defense forces, had a large
part, in..meunting and conducting the

Y the United States, through the Central .

landings that ended in almost utter fail-

“ure. And what is the reaction of the
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. The~Tisaster -might have been avoided

APR 2 9 1961
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Cold War Time

Ameritan people?
* Certainly the reaction is not one of |
surprise that our government had a hand {
in this adventure; and if there is shock,
it grows out of the catastrophe itself.
Not many Americans are critical of the |
decision-to intervene in Cuba in this way |
—they are critical because blunders were {
‘made, begause' the -objective was not !
achieved, ‘because lives wefe thrown
awdy to little or mo_ purpose, because
both the reputation and prestige of the
Uniteg States suffered. . . . |
So the President isipr hably right and -
the nation is prepaigle 10 Il it Com- ¢
‘munism with s OWN.HEADOTS in_ this
“«oold and secret war.” - If s0; what is the
" requﬁsibility of the press? Mr. Kennedy
suggests that it is to‘-,impose.self-censor- ‘
ship, as the press did during World War
11, and we have no dou_bt that responsible

editors will -ask themselves, when they

’.

corhe upon information that might help .
the enemy, whether it is in, the public
interest to print it. Q
But to ask this question is not to an-

swerit. In the light of what we know
now, it might hay Jf.some

newspapers that..praghiced...seicenzor-
ship ABOULoREEPARALIONSmEOENE. UBAT

debacle had printed.vbal.ibey, knew. .

in that case—and no one. 18 contending
that disclosures in the press were respon-
sible ;for the fiasco. - ‘ §
The press will try to meet its diffi- |
cult duty. The gov, { ust not ask
it to ; olion., however, and -
must be a5 open as it can. Here are
the principles-for beginning to solve-the

problem. Let us recognize that no pet- |
fect solution will be found.
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